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A NOTE ON SOURCES 


Unless otherwise stated, all images are freely available and in the public 
domain, usually Internet sources. If the source is not listed, the author, 
artist or photographer is unknown. Among the many sources available, the 
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Doré. Dover Publications; 1st Edition (June 1, 1976). Images: Wikimedia 
Commons. 


Antiquitates apoitolicee, or, The history of the lives, acts and martyrdoms 
of the holy apostles of our Saviour and the two evangelists SS. Mark and 
Lvke, by William Cave. London: R. Norton for R. Royston. 1676. Images: 
There are many reprints and edited copies of this book primarily in the 
19" century, but the best image quality is in the early original editions. 


Fox's Book of Martyrs Or A History of the Lives, Sufferings, and Triumphant 
Deaths of the Primitive Protestant Martyrs. by John Fox. Chicago: John C. 
Winston Co. 1563. Images: Project Gutenberg. 


Roman Military Punishments, by John Beaver and Artist William Hogarth. 
London: from the happy revolution anno XXXVII. 1725. Images: Wiki- 
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Bygone punishments by William Andrews (1848-1908), London: W. And- 
rews & co., 1899. 


L’assiette au beurre. Magazine devoted to caricatures, 1904-1908. 


15th Century Illuminated Manuscript of Dante’s Divine Comedy. Biblioteca 
Nationale Marciana. Cod. It. IX. Photographs by Carlo Aschieri. 
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BEFORE CHRIST 


An eye for an eye 


For the humans residing in the cradle of civilization, that is, roughly 
the perimeter of the Mediterranean, limits were imposed by God 
through the voice of Moses. Every injustice must be punished, but 
within limits. Every punishment must match the crime, as Moses 
pronounced: an eye for an eye, tooth for tooth. However, the response 
of punishment to crime clearly suffered from its Greek origins, for 
there appears to be no easy way to match the punishment to the crime, 
even to the present day. The ancients used an unwritten rule, which 
was to reflect the crime in the punishment. This has the unfortunate 
effect of making the punishment look awfully like the crime itself, or 
even worse. And worse it may be, for the gods of the ancient Greeks, 
as we have seen, had no sense of proportions, inflicting punishments 
that greatly outweighed the seriousness of the original offense. Moses’ 
pronouncement of “an eye for an eye” appears to demand a balance 
between the crime and the punishment. Could Moses’ followers learn 
this lesson of proportionality? But more significantly, had Moses, or 
even his God? 
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32 BEFORE CHRIST 


6,000 Crucifixions: the Price of Freedom 
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What for. Slave revolt 
The punishment. Crucifixion. 


Why this punishment? The money lender and consul Licinius Crassus 
defeated the slave army led by Spartacus in 71 B.C.E. Of those who 
survived, Crassus, hoping to receive a triumph from the Roman Senate, 
crucified some 6,000 survivors of the uprising erecting the crosses 
along the Appian Way from Rome to Capua. The site of this punish- 
ment is beyond imagination, surely. It is about 200 km from Rome to 
Capua, which means there would be about one crucifixion every 66 
meters assuming they were erected on both sides of the road. While the 
Romans did not invent crucifixion, they were certainly the masters at 
applying it. There was no thought of matching the punishment to the 
crimes as such—runaway slaves, attempting an uprising. The master 
slave relationship was especially an uneasy one for the Roman nobles. 
The retinue of slaves was essential for the administration of the far 
flung properties of the owners, who lived in Rome. The response to the 
slave revolt, therefore, was seen as one that must make sure that a 
revolt never happened again, thus the extreme severity of the punish- 
ments, bearing in mind that many slaves had already been killed in 
battle. This was war. And as we will see further in chapter 6, different 
tules of proportionality apply in war. The punishment must therefore 
not so much fit the crime as it must eradicate any vestige of the revolt, 
ensuring that it will never happen again. 
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BEFORE CHRIST 


Lot’s Wife: Sinful Regret 


Graphic 15. Lot’s wife looks back as she departs Sodom. 
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What for. Lot’s wife (nameless in the bible) looked back at Sodom as 
she fled with her husband, away from the depravity of Sodom. 


The punishment. God turned her into a pillar of salt. 


Why this punishment? Little is known of the events that preceded the 
punishment of Lot’s wife. Lot and his two daughters narrowly escaped 
the fire and brimstone of Sodom thanks to the help of the two angels 
sent to carry out the destruction, and it is not clear whether his riches 
and wealth followed him Nor is it clear just exactly what the two 
Angels were up to, since they refused Lot’s invitation to meet with him 
inside his house, preferring to remain out in the street. There is spec- 
ulation that Lot’s wife did not treat the two angels with respect and that 
this was why she was punished. But no additional information is nec- 
essary to explain this punishment. Salt was the essence of the Dead 
Sea, after all, and a reminder that, for her brief lapse from God, a 
momentary longing for the pleasures of the past, Lot’s wife must be 
eternally sanitized by the great disinfectant, salt. This would not be the 
only time that God severely punished the slightest lapse in obedience 
to his commands. Moses suffered a similar fate. 
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BEFORE CHRIST 


Moses: No Holy Land for You! 





Graphic 16. Moses strikes the Rock. (Joseph Durham, 1869). 
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What for. A momentary loss of faith. 
The punishment. Moses may not enter the holy land of Israel. 


Why this punishment? Almost at the promised land, the Israelites 
complained that they had no water. God said to Moses, “Take the staff, 
and then ... in front of them all, speak to the rock and it will yield 
water.” (Exodus 17: 5.6.). Instead, Moses angrily addressed the elders of 
Israel, “Listen to me you rebels!...” It seems that God did not appreciate 
Moses’ attitude: “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, ‘Because you did not 
believe Me before the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring them 
into the land which I have given them.”” (Numbers 20: 7-12). Does this 
punishment fit the crime? We see here the careful calculation of a 
punishment that was finely tuned to the situation or personal wants of the 
offender. Moses had spent his entire life leading the Israelites to the 
promised land. What worse punishment could there be but to deny it to him 
just as he was to achieve his life’s ambition? This way of calculating the 
punishment is not unlike that devised in the novel 1984 where big brother 
identified Winston’s greatest fear and then used it as the punishment (fear of 
rats). Penologists call this the individualization of punishment. 


BEFORE CHRIST 
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The Golden Calf: A Plague Upon You! 


Deutsche Bundespost 





Graphic 17. Forbidden worship. 


1979 German Postage Stamp. 
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What for. Worshipping an idol, the golden calf 
The punishment. A plague 


Why this punishment? “Then the Lord sent a plague on the people, 
because they made the calf—the one that Aaron made.” Exodus 35. 
Moses in his anger breaks the tablets as the ever disobedient and 
ungracious Israelites joyfully worship the golden calf, unaware of the 
impending plague that will descend on them. A very serious punish- 
ment for disbelief, or is it lack of belief? Note that Moses was not 
punished for smashing the tablets. Clearly God saw this as a minor 
offense compared to a loss of faith. We see here an example of a 
common punishment dished out by God, what we could call today 
mass punishment—all people of a class, no matter what their personal 
qualities or beliefs may be, are punished regardless of their individual 
innocence. All are assumed to be equally guilty, even though it is 
likely that this worship of the golden calf may have been promoted by 
a vociferous minority. Dare one mention that such a punishment was 
commonly applied by the Nazis during World War II? 
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Disobedient Achan Stoned to Death 





Graphic 18. Achan stoned to death Adapted detail from Gustave Doré 
Bible Illustrations, 
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What for. Disobeying God’s edict that nothing in Jericho was to be 
taken, everything must be destroyed. Achan sneaked a beautiful robe 
and some gold and silver. 


The punishment. Achan was stoned to death. “And Joshua and all 
Israel with him took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver and the 
cloak and the bar of gold, and his sons and daughters and his oxen and 
donkeys and sheep and his tent and all that he had. And they brought 
them up to the Valley of Achor....And Joshua said, ‘Why did you 
bring trouble on us? The Lord brings trouble on you today.’ And all 
Israel stoned him with stones. They burned them with fire and stoned 
them with stones.” (Joshua 7: 24-25.) 


Why this punishment? “And Joshua said, ‘Why did you bring trouble 
on us? The Lord brings trouble on you today.’ And all Israel stoned 
him with stones.” (Joshua 7: 24.25.). The Israelites participate in the 
punishment because God said that the offense was not just against 
Him, but against all Israelites. Here, instead of the punishment of all by 
one (God) as in visiting the plague, the single offender is punished by 
the many. Each individual castes a stone. This method of punishment 
set the stage for the public participation in punishment so common in 
the Western world until the rise of prison as a punishment. 


42 BEFORE CHRIST 


Stoned to Death for Blasphemy 





Graphic 19. Stoning to death. The Phillip Medhurst Picture Torah. Philip De 
Vere, Wikimedia. 


“ 
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What for. Blasphemy. 
The punishment. Stoning to death. 


Why this punishment? “If anyone maims his fellow, as he has done 
so shall it be done to him (Leviticus 24:20): fracture for fracture, eye 
for eye, tooth for tooth. The injury he inflicted on another shall be 
inflicted on him.” The death penalty doesn’t seem like a match for 
blasphemy, a life for a life, tooth for a tooth? But according to God it is 
(Leviticus 24:13-14): “And God spoke to Moses saying, “Bring out the 
curser outside of the camp and all who heard him will lean their hands 
upon his head, and the whole community will stone him.”” In fact there 
are very few, if any, instances of “eye for an eye” punishments in the 
bible. There is the pretense of matching the punishment to the crime, 
but in fact the punishments in all cases far exceed the severity of the 
crime, by any standards. Those who believe in the old testament 
(including Islam) get around this by claiming that blasphemy is an 
offense against all mankind, which of course, elevates it to probably 
the worst sin, a sin against everyone and everything. Only fitting, then, 
that the offenders be punished by the community of mankind, and 
stoning works pretty well for that. However, the special psychological 
elements of stoning to death are revealed more clearly in cases of 
adultery. 


BEFORE CHRIST 


Leviticus Stoned for Adultery 





Graphic 20. Stoning to death for adultery. 
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What for. Adultery. 
The punishment. Stoning to death. 


Why this punishment? (Leviticus 20.10): “And the man that committeth 
adultery with another man's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall 
be put to death.” The law of Moses hardly works here: Two deaths for 
one tryst. As is usual in the Old Testament, the punishment is for viol- 
ation of faith, whether against another human or against God, not so 
much the pleasure of the forbidden acts themselves. However, the 
public participation in the punishment is supremely psychologically 
important, as Jesus would later observe. The guilt of the offender is 
shared by the guilt of the punishers. With each stone, they cast off their 
own individual guilt, directly on to the offender. As we will see in 
chapter 9, the rise of prisons as punishment has denied the public 
expression of guilt. No stones are thrown. Instead they are used to 
build the walls of the prison. 


46 BEFORE CHRIST 


Human Folly: Seven Bowls of Wrath 





Graphic 21. Seven bowls of wrath. Adapted from Matthias Gerung - 
Ottheinrich-Bibel, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Cgm. 8010. 
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What for. The sins of humankind; bearing or worshipping the mark of 
the beast. 


The punishment. The seven bowls of plague. 


Why this punishment? 

Each angel descends with a bowl of plague (Revelation 16: 1-16) 
Foul and painful sores infest the earth. 

The sea is polluted and everything dies. 

Rivers turn to blood The wicked do not repent. 

The sun scorches the earth with fire. 

A heavy darkness overcomes the kingdom of the beast. 

All nations are drawn into the final battle of Armageddon. 

A global earthquake erupts; giant hailstones pummel earth. 


GS ON Oy Be 


This is the apocalyptic view of punishment, expressing the assumed 
guilt of humankind. There is no escape. It seems that no evil act is 
necessary to invoke God’s punishment, the wrath of God. Simply 
existing is enough of a sin and deserving of pain and suffering. This 
early idea of original sin would become the bedrock of the Christian 
faith, then came the promise that those who led a chaste and pure life 
of devotion to God (and Jesus) would be spared the mass punishment 
of the seven plagues. 


